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it, because Europe was prone more to the old Greco-
Roman mentality than to any religio-ethical adapta-
tion of Hebraic traditions. Besides, the spiritual
elements in the teachings of Christ were not fully
understood by their exponents. And the mystics who
had glimpses of the truth have scarcely been an
influence on the life of the people.

In the typal age itself it was the outer institutions
and traditions that began to be given more importance
than their original spirit and intention, although the
idea of their being a cohesive force in the collective
advancement of the race emerged clearer than before.
When this tendency grew stronger the typal phase
passed into the next age of convention during which,
everything in society was regarded as a sacrament
and therefore, inviolable. Attempts were made to fix
everything into a system, to stereotype religion, to
bind education down to tradition, and to subject
thought to infallible authority. And the result of it
was that the whole social system became petrified
into particular forms and structures which admitted
of no renovation, no readjustment to changing condi-
tions in the external life of the people. The custodians
of the society made it their sole business to preserve
those forms to that end, to interpret the texts in their
own way. The ordinance of Manu, the code of
Confucius, the injunctions of the Pope, were held as
supreme and sacrosanct, and that too not for what
they were worth in their spirit but only for the very
letter of them. The claim of capacity was gradually